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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



• On page 2, line 16, applicant refers to the reference number 22c as the 
"microphone detection means". It is clear from Figure 2 that the microphone 
detection means is reference number 20c. It appears that reference number 22c 
should be called the external sensor detection means as shown in Figure 2. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 17 and 23 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Claim 17 is dependent upon itself. 

• In line 4 of claim 23, applicant recites the phrase "a driver, diving the imaging 
section". This appears to be a typographical error of the word "diving". It is 
assumed that applicant meant to use the word — driving 

Appropriate correction is required. 



2. 



The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



4. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 9, 10, 13, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

6. Claim 9 recites the limitation "the operation request determinant" in line 16. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

7. Claim 10 is rejected based on its dependency to claim 9. 

8. Claim 13 recites the limitation "the operation stop request" in line 6. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

9. Claim 23 recites the limitation "the other signal" in lines 26 and 28. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

10. Claim 23 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. In particular, applicant recites the limitation of "a specific code" in line 9, and "a 
code" in line 18, and "the same code" in lines 26 and 30. It is not clear if the "specific code" 
claimed in line 9 is the same as the codes from lines 18, 26, and 30. 

11. Claim 24 recites the limitation "the display information generator" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

12. Claim 24 recites the limitation "the code determining means" in line 3. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

13. Claim 24 recites the limitation "the operation request determination means" in line 4. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

14. Claims 9, 10, 23 and 24 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

15. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Regarding claim 9, the primary reason for indication of allowable subject matter is that 

the prior art fails to teach or reasonably suggest an identification information determinant, 
determining a specific identification information in response to a request from a client terminal 
via a network, a camera operation screen generator, generating camera operation screen 
information including the identification information for operation on the client terminal, and a 
determination means which, when the imaging section drive request signal is received from the 
client terminal, determines whether the identification information matching registered 
identification information is included in the imaging section drive request signal, and instructs 
the imaging controller to start operation in accordance with the imaging section drive request 
signal in case the identification information matching the registered identification information is 
included in the imaging section drive request signal, and rejects the drive request signal in case 
the identification information matching the registered identification information is not included. 

As for claim 23, the primary reason for indication of allowable subject matter is that the 
prior art fails to teach or reasonably suggest a code determinant, determining a specific code in 
response to a request from the client terminal via a network; a camera operation screen generator, 
generating camera operation screen information for operation on a client; a code register, 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/566, 1 85 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2622 

registering to a memory a code attached to a signal transmitted using the camera operation screen 
from the client terminal after the camera operation screen information has been transmitted to the 
client terminal; the operation request determinant which, when another signal is received while 
the imaging section drive means is operating in accordance with a signal from a client terminal, 
determines whether the same code as that registered to the memory is included in the other 
signal; and a controller, based on determination that the same code as that registered to the 
memory is included in the other signal, the determination made by the operation request 
determinant, drives the imaging section driver in accordance with the other signal and rejects the 
signal in case it is determined that the same code as that registered to the memory is included. 

16. Claims 1-8, 11, 12, 14-16, 18-22, and 25 are allowed. 

17. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding claim 1, the primary reason for allowance is that the prior art fails to teach or 
reasonably suggest a camera unit, when a first signal is received from the client terminal, 
transmits an identification information to the client terminal; and the camera unit, when a second 
signal including the identification information is received from the client terminal, works in 
accordance with the second signal on a priority basis for a predetermined period after receiving 
the second signal. 

As for claim 1 1 , the primary reason for allowance is that the prior art fails to teach or 
reasonably suggest a method, when a first signal is received from the client terminal, determines 
an identification information to be transmitted to the client terminal and transmits identification 
information including the identification information to the client terminal together with camera 
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operation screen information; and the method, when a second signal to which the identification 
information is attached is received from the client terminal, exclusively works in accordance 
with the second signal including the same identification information as the identification 
information on a priority basis for a predetermined period after receipt of the second signal. 

With regard to claim 14, the primary reason for allowance is that the prior art fails to 
teach or reasonably suggest a method, when a camera operation screen request signal is received 
from the client terminal, determines an identification information to be transmitted to the client 
terminal and transmits identification information indicating the identification information to the 
client terminal together with camera operation screen information, wherein the method, when a 
camera operation signal to which identification information is attached is received from the 
client terminal, registers the identification information to a memory and starts operation in 
accordance with the camera operation signal, and wherein the method, when a camera operation 
signal is received from the client terminal, operates in accordance with the camera operation 
signal in case the identification information matching the matching the registered identification 
information is included in the camera operation signal, and rejects the camera operation signal in 
case identification information matching the registered identification information is not included. 

Regarding claim 16, the primary reason for allowance is that the prior art fails to teach or 
reasonably suggest a code determinant, in response to a camera operation screen request issued 
by a first client terminal, determines "Code 1" and transmits to the first client terminal the 
camera operation screen information to which the "Code 1" is attached, wherein the code 
determinant, in response to a camera operation screen request issued by a second client terminal, 
determines "Code 2" and transmits to the second client terminal the camera operation screen 
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information to which the "Code 2" is attached, wherein the method, in response to a camera 
operation signal to which "Code 1" is attached transmitted from the first client terminal by way 
of a camera operation instruction on the camera operation screen of the first client terminal, sets 
the first client terminal to the exclusive operation state as well as registers "Code 1" to a memory 
in association with the first client terminal and starts operation in accordance with the camera 
operation signal, and wherein the method, in response to a camera operation signal to which code 
information is attached from a client terminal which is placed in the exclusive operation state, 
checks whether the code information transmitted together with the camera operation signal 
matches a code registered to the memory and operates in accordance with the camera operation 
signal only in case there is a match- 
As for claim 18, the primary reason for allowance is that the prior art fails to teach or 
reasonably suggest a camera unit capable of driving an imaging section based on a signal from a 
client terminal, the camera unit comprising a controller which, receiving a camera operation 
screen request signal from the client terminal, determines a code to be transmitted to the client 
terminal and transmits the code to the client terminal together with camera operation screen 
information, which, when a camera operation screen signal to which the code is attached is 
received from the client terminal, operates in accordance with the camera operation signal as 
well as registers to a memory the code transmitted together with the camera operation signal, and 
which, when another camera operation screen signal is received within a predetermined period, 
determines that the other camera operation screen signal does not include a code registered to the 
memory and makes controls so as to reject the other camera operation screen signal. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN M. VILLECCO whose telephone number is (571)272- 
73 19. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/JOHNM. VILLECCO/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2622 
October 13, 2008 



